
57

Back Bay... Saturday, June 12  

The following pages contain a series of pictures of a Ribbon Snake. It was probably the 
best photo opportunity I've had with a snake.  
  
Typically, Ribbon Snakes are very elusive and very quick - always disappearing around a 
corner or safely hidden in the brush.  This one was in a Cypress Tree about five and a 
half feet off the ground.  I didn't have to bend, or stoop, or kneel, or crawl on my belly, or 
slog through the water, or sit in the muck - or cuss like a sailor to get these pictures.  I just 
had to stand there and let my finger do the snapping.  Lah. Dee. Dah. 
 
Not only that, but the sun was behind me shining directly on the snake.  No shadow filled 
thickets or dark jungle-like undergrowth.  No impending darkness. 
 
The only difficulty was the tree branches.  I couldn't get any closer without moving the 
braches and disturbing the snake.  
 
I mention all this as a warning.  The next 98 pages are pictures of the Ribbon Snake.  Ha, 
ha.  Just kidding.  It will only seem like that many.  After the 40th page or so you probably 
won't know the difference.  It's like any extreme.  Temperature, for example.  Once it hits 
forty degrees below zero or a hundred and twenty above, who cares if the temperature 
rises or falls another ten or twenty degrees?  
 
And no, it is not a rubber snake that I glued to the tree.  Ever since the incident with the 
deer on page 3, that particular question seems to arise quite often. 
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Can you spot the Ribbon Snake in the tree? 

See the little head peeking around the leaf? 
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Eastern Ribbon Snake    Scientific Name: Thamnophis sauritus 
Thamnophis is derived from the Greek words thamnos for "bush" and ophio for "snake."   
Sauritus is from the Greek word sauros meaning "lizard", in reference to the snake's 
long lizard-like tail. 
 
The Ribbon Snake is a close cousin of the Garter Snake but longer, with a thin tapering 
tail that accounts for almost a third of its body length.  A Ribbon Snake can actually shed 
the last few segments of its tail which will wiggle on the ground and confuse a potential 
predator.  The segments will not grow back.  The snake's distinctive striping also 
confuses potential predators and helps camouflage the snake in the dense vegetation.   
(I often wonder why humans didn't develop distinctive striping or camouflage patterns as 
our species evolved.) 
 
Ribbon Snakes typically inhabit wetland areas around ponds, marshes and streams.    
They eat "cold blooded" prey such as frogs, salamanders and insects.  Ribbon Snakes, 
especially young snakes, are in turn eaten by turtles, fish and other snakes.     
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Above, Below and Below-er:  The Ribbon Snake moves along a branch of the Cypress. 
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The stripes on a Ribbon Snake are very well defined.   
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I like the color of the scales in the picture above.    

                                                         And that's all for the Ribbon Snake.   
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Moccasin in the distance.   
 
 

I think it's coming this way. 
 
 
 

Note how its body  
is buoyant and how it 

swims with its  
head held high. 

Getting closer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I like the reflection of the 
Moccasin's head in the water. 
  
 
  
Caution:  Objects in the 
mirror (or water) may be 
closer than they appear. 
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The Moccasin swims on by.   
 
 
The Moccasin was constantly sampling the surface of the water and the air with its 
tongue.  Perhaps it was hunting, trying to pick up the scent of some potential prey.  Or 
maybe its tongue was just stuck in the "on" position.  (I know what that's like - getting 
one's tongue stuck in the "on" position.  Happens to me all the time.  Most embarrassing.) 
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I noticed the turtle above swimming in slow, lazy circles to the right.  Can you guess 
who it is?  It's our old buddy Tripod (no right front leg) from page 149 in the January 
to May 2010 Journal.**  After I took the picture, Tripod swam slowly away and not a 
moment too soon - because not far behind was one of Godzilla's offspring.  (see 
below)   

**If you don't have the "The Back Bay Journal... January to May 2010", 
copies may still be available.  Please check your local landfill. 
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Remember the Moccasin back on page 28?   The one that was curled up in the 
"cave" of overhanging vegetation.   Well, this is the same cave area.  I don't know if 
it is the same snake.  Guess I'll have to go find out.  This is one of those times when 
I wish I had the Binford Bushwhacker 4000 Telephoto lens.  With matching carrying 
case.  Then maybe, just maybe, I wouldn't have to crawl in on my belly. 

A rabbit in the brush.  
Looks like it is missing a 
little piece of its left ear.  

I wonder if it could be 
our old friend 'Chip'.   

(see page 33)  


