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>>> From page 76... Ray's ABCDE Theory thing... 
 
Another side note. 
As I typed the names Cornwell, Columbo and Alex Cross into this journal, I 
couldn't help but notice that they all started with the letter C.  A statistical 
anomaly?  I'm not so sure.   
 
My good buddy Ray, of Maggie and Ray's Seafood Restaurant, Cyber 
Research Facility and Vegetarian Bait Shack, has a theory about the 
dominant role that the letters A, B, C, D and E seem to have achieved as the 
first letter of a word, or as the initials of a name in our everyday lives.  He 
calls them the Five Prime Letters.   
 
Ray's Theory is entitled something like this: 
 
"The Power of the Five Prime Letters A, B, C, D and E as the Initial Letter in a 
Word or Name and Their Profound Impact and Undeniable Subconscious 
Influence on Economic, Social, Political and Psychological Trends and 
Decisions, Values and Quality in Post-Modern American Civilization"  
 
Hmmm.  That doesn't sound quite long enough for the title of one of Ray's 
theories.  I'm sure I left out a paragraph.  Or three.  
 
I won't go into all the details of the Theory here - that would take hours and 
chalk boards and colorful graphs and pie charts.  Legal pads brimming with  
post-it notes and stacks of computer printouts.  A case of #2 pencils, nine 
guest speakers from MIT and a truckload of Beer and Red Bull.  Minimum. 
 
Suffice it to say, when Ray introduced the basic premise of his Theory to me 
over dinner, my initial reaction was an amazed and enthusiastic "Huh?"   By 
the time he finished explaining the details, some three and a half hours later, I 
was face down, sound asleep in my creme brulee.   
 
If anyone else had told me the Theory, I would have dismissed it immediately 
as the rantings of lunatic.  But Ray was my buddy.  I owed him more than 
that.  Much more.  I considered what he said very carefully - for three, maybe 
even four seconds - before dismissing it as the rantings of a lunatic.  
 
Needless to say, I haven't thought about the Prime Five Letters since my nap 
in the creme brulee.   
 
Until now, that is.  Until Cornwell, Columbo and Alex Cross abruptly ended 
my blissful and well-earned ignorance.  And although I hate to admit it, there 
would seem to be some merit  to my good buddy's rantings - at least as it 
applies to the detective / mystery / crime genre and the names of the authors 
and their characters.    
    
(By the way, if you are interested, I included some of Ray's explanation of the 
Prime Letter Theory at the end of this section.  The parts I could remember.)   
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So, presented here on this page - for the first time ever - is my very own 
corollary to Ray's Theory   
 
Corollary Title:   
The Five Prime Letter Initials as applied to the Detective / Mystery / Crime 
Story Genre. 
  
Premise: It would seem that either the primary character or the author (or 
creator) of the character has at least one of the five prime letters of the 
alphabet A, B ,C, D or E in their initials.   
 
As Ray pointed out in one of the many slide presentations during dinner, the 
letters A and E are indeed two of the most common letters in normal English 
usage.  But not necessarily as the first letter in a word or a name.   
 
B, C and D are much less common in general usage.   
 
The letters R, I, O, T, N, S and L are all used more often than the letter C.  
The preceding letters and the letter U are used more frequently than D.  And 
you will have to add O, P, M, H and G to the list before finally reaching the 
letter B.  Again, that is based on those letters appearing anywhere in a word.  
As a first letter or initial the frequency drops.   
 
Why then do the Prime Five Letters seem to be so prevalent as an initial in 
detective stories? 
 
I'm sure this does not apply to every combination of detective character and 
creator, but it certainly seems to happen often enough to move the probability 
beyond the realm of random chance or statistical anomaly. 
 
Lets start with James Patterson.  His character, Alex Cross, has not one, but 
two of the Prime Letters as his initials.  Then there is Columbo.   I don't know 
who created Columbo, but that doesn't matter.  Columbo has the Prime Letter 
C as an initial.  And speaking of famous police detectives, so does Dirty Harry 
Callahan - Prime Letter C.  And a Prime Letter D if we include 'Dirty.'  (Just 
kidding.  'Dirty' doesn't count.)   
 
Then there is Patricia Cornwell - with a Prime C.  But Cornwell is her married 
name, so the theory or corollary may not apply.  I checked on her maiden 
name.  I couldn't believe it.  Patricia Carroll Daniels...  With a Prime C and a 
Prime D in her initials.  Wow.  Interesting.  
 
Either the creator (author) or the character will have one of the Five Prime 
Letters as an Initial in their name.     
 
OK, just for the fun of it, who is the most famous detective of all time?  If you 
answered Sherlock Holmes, you are absolutely correct.  No Prime Letters in 
his name.  But who is the author?  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.  Prime A, Prime C 
and Prime D in the initials.  This is getting freaky. 



158

I asked some friends to name a few famous detectives.  One said Hercule 
Perot and Miss Marple.  Both good answers.  Both created by Agatha 
Christie.  With a Prime A and C in her name. 
 
As a joke someone mentioned Inspector Clouseau.  Yes, he has a Prime C.  
Interesting too, that Clouseau's house boy was named Cato, spelled with a 
Prime C rather than a K.  But even more interesting is that the director and 
co-author of the original Pink Panther movie was Blake Edwards.  Prime B 
and Prime E.  Sometimes both the creator and the character have Prime 
Letters as their initials. 
 
"What about the Thin Man?" someone asked.  "Remember the wonderful 
banter between Nick and Nora?"   
 
That would be Nick and Nora Charles (Prime C) portrayed on screen by 
William Powell and Myrna Loy.  The films were based on the book 'The Thin 
Man' by none other than Dashiell Hammett.  Yes, Dashiell Hammett, spelled 
with two l's, two m's, two t's and one Prime initial D.   
 
Oh, and let us not forget Nick and Nora's little dog 'Asta', the toast of fine 
society and crossword puzzlers everywhere.  'Asta' is, of course, spelled with 
a Prime A, but, technically speaking, pets don't count as part of this 
discussion.   
 
There's Charlie Chan and Boston Blackie.  Prime Initial B's and C's.   
 
What about Sam Spade and 'The Maltese Falcon'?   
 
Sam Spade was also created by Dashiell Hammett, the guy with all the 
double letters, who created Nick Charles and who has a Prime D in his name.  
And as long as we're talking about double letters, check out the alliteration in 
the last three detective's names... Boston Blackie, Charlie Chan and Sam 
Spade.  More coincidence?  Possibly, although not part of the original theory 
or my corollary  
 
"What about Bogart?" someone asked.  "He portrayed Sam Spade and his 
name begins with B."   Well here again, technically speaking, we are not 
including actors in this discussion.  Only characters and creators.  Otherwise 
we would have to include Clint Eastwood with a prime C and E, who played 
Dirty Harry Callahan. 
 
There is the popular television series Monk with Adrian Monk as the 
wonderfully obsessive-compulsive detective.  It was created by David 
Hoberman and Andy Breckman.  Character and creators.  Six names.  Four 
of them with a Prime Five initial. 
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There are the Hardy Boys and Nancy Drew.   
 
I believe it was Stan and Oliver Hardy.  Just kidding.  It was Stan Laurel and 
Oliver Hardy in the famous comedy team.  The famous youth sleuths were 
Frank and Joe Hardy.  No primes there.  But Nancy Drew has a prime D.   
 
Both Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys were created by a Edward 
Stratemeyer - with a Prime Initial E in his name.  But, while Mr. Stratemeyer 
created the characters, he did not actually write the books.  The Hardy Boys 
and Nancy Drew series of books were penned by various ghost writers, then 
published under a collective pseudonym.   
 
For the Hardy Boys the pseudonym was Franklin Dixon - with a Prime D.  For 
Nancy Drew the pseudonym was Carolyn Keene with a Prime C.  The choice 
of those particular pseudonyms is what would really intrigue Ray.  Out of all 
the names, and all the letters, and all the choices - in all the gin joints, in all 
the towns, in all the world, two names with a Prime Initial in each were 
chosen.  For Ray, that is the proof positive of the sublime, yet powerful effect 
of the Five Prime Letters. 
 
I can't say that I much disagree with him at this point. 
  
Detective Phillip Marlowe may have no Prime Letters in his initials, but author 
Raymond Chandler does.  (Prime C.) 
 
Dick Tracy, the great detective of the comics, also has a Prime D.  And his 
creator, Chester Gould sports a Prime C. 
 
Preliminary conclusion: 
If your name is Yachim Yodelberry and your character is Chief Inspector 
Zachary Zooraster Zingleworm, it would appear that the chances of becoming 
a best-selling detective novelist are slim - very slim indeed. 
 
Aarrrggghhh!  This is getting to be too much.  It has to be a coincidence.  I'm 
sure there are hundreds, perhaps thousands of authors in this genre whose 
names, and whose characters' names, do not include an A, B, C, D or E as 
the initial letter.   
 
And by golly, or by gumbo, or by gumshoe, I'm going to prove it. 
 
So I did a little research on the history of the detective story. 
   
The short story 'Murders in Rue Morgue' is considered by many to be the first 
true detective tale.  I almost hate to say this, but it was written by Edgar Allen 
Poe.  Two Prime Initials in his name.  Do you know who the main character 
was in the story?  I hate to say this even more.  The character was August 
Dupin.  Two Prime Letter initials... A and D. 
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I guess it might be a bit harder than I thought to disprove the validity of Ray's 
Prime Letter Theory.  Or my Detective Genre Corollary. 
 
One of the earliest crime novels was a book titled "Notting Hill" published in 
the mid 1800's.  I don't remember the name of the character.  Yes I know, 
pretty shoddy research, but the author's name was Charles Felix.  It has one 
Prime Initial, C.   And it narrowly missed having two with the F. 
 
Then, as I researched a little further, it turned out that Charles Felix was a 
pseudonym.  The author's actual name was Charles (you're not going to 
believe this) Adams.  C and A... two Prime Initials. 
 
I give up.  I surrender.  Apparently I cannot disprove the Detective Genre 
Corollary to Ray's original Prime Letter Theory. 
 
Might there actually be some merit to this madman's, I mean, my good buddy 
Ray's postulate.  Are the Five Primes as ubiquitous and as powerful as the 
Theory would imply?  Is it more than random chance? 
 
It would be interesting and enlightening to know if anyone else has observed 
the A, B, C, D and E initial letter phenomena based on Ray's Theory.  His 
theory applies to the initial letter in all words and names - not just the creators 
and characters in mystery and detective stories as proposed in this corollary. 
 
A couple of general Five Prime Initial Letter observations from some friends...  
> Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner.  B and D.  Two Primes. 
> Top three American Sports: Basketball, Baseball, Football.  Two Prime B's.      
    And Football misses by just one letter. 
> Three major religious figures: Allah, Buddha, Christ.  A, B and C.  Three    
   Prime Letters. 
> Major Currencies: The Dollar and the Euro.  Prime D and E. 
 
And I'm sure Ray would find some significance in the fact that I fell asleep in 
the creme brulee.  Creme Brulee - with the Prime Initials B and C. 
 
Follow Up... 
A couple weeks after I wrote this, I was in Barnes and Noble looking for a 
book about the coastal birds of Virginia.  As I passed the mystery aisle I 
thought about Ray's Theory and my Detective Genre Corollary, and decided 
to do one more random test.  A test that I hoped would serve to disprove the 
theory and corollary once and for all.  The books were arranged 
alphabetically by author, so I deliberately went to the middle of the aisle to 
avoid a Five Prime Initial in the author's name. 
 
On the top shelf looking me square in the eye was a book by Peter Robinson.  
Perfect, I thought, I've never heard of him.  And no Prime Letter initials in his 
name.  
 
Lets see what we have.  
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The title of the book was "Bad Boy".  Rut roh, that's not good.  Two Prime 
Initials in the book's title.  But the Corollary does not apply to titles - only to 
authors and their characters. 
 
I opened the book to learn the character's name and to see if the initials 
contained any of the Prime Five Letters.   
 
The character's name: Alan Banks.  A Prime A and a Prime B. 
 
Aarrrggghhh!  I screamed and dropped the book.  I could almost hear the 
music from the Twilight Zone playing in the background as I was escorted, 
wild-eyed and blubbering, from the store. 
 
>>> 
 
Earlier I mentioned that I would try to include some of the details of Ray's 
Prime Five Letter Theory.  Fortunately for all of us, I don't have the time or 
space to do that here.  But I will include one interesting tidbit.  It's from a note 
I scrawled on a napkin at some point during the evening before my eyes 
glazed over and I fell asleep. 
 
From my napkin notes... this is Ray speaking... 
 
"Lets look at the last four presidencies and the first and last names of the 
President and Vice-President.   George Bush, Dan Quayle.  Bill Clinton, Al 
Gore.  George Bush, Dick Cheney.  Barack Obama, Joe Biden.   
 
"Notice anything interesting?  Sixteen initials.  Over half of them - ten in all - 
are among the first four - not even five - Prime Letters.  
 
"John McCain and Sarah Palin did not lose the last election based on 
platforms, performance or personalities.  They lost because they lacked the 
proper Prime Letter Initials.  Plain and simple. 
 
"Out of forty-four American presidencies, at least 30 have had an A, B, C, D 
or E as a Presidential or Vice-Presidential initial.  That is close to 70 percent.   
That is not chance or coincidence.  That is power.  The power of the Prime 
Five Letters!" 
 
 
 
Perhaps we can explore more of the theory some other time.  But now, I'm 
heading out to Back Bay.  Dare I say it... wIth two Prime B's. 
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Disclaimer: 
This journal contains several references to Maggie and Ray's Bistro, What-Have-
You and Bait Shack.  It should not be confused with Margie and Ray's Seafood 
Restaurant.  The names are indeed quite similar and both establishments offer 
friendly service and a fine dining experience.  But Margie and Ray's Seafood 
Restaurant is conveniently located on Sandbridge Road and is a 'Best in Tidewater' 
Award Winner, while Maggie and Ray's Brasserie, Boat Repair and All-You-Can-
Eat Bait Shack is on the other side (the far, FAR side) of Back Bay and has a 
Bowling Trophy in the window. 
 


