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Back Bay... August 29, 2010 

It was a little cooler today.  Temperature in low 90's with much less humidity.  No 
snakes.  No deer.  Saw one Moccasin swimming in the pond and a Water Snake 
out on a rock.  So I went for a walk on the beach. 

Frog in the marsh.  Picture taken with flash.  It never ceases to amaze me that while 
it is a bright, sunny, F-16 or F-22 kind of day, in the dark undergrowth of the swamp 
and the marsh, I still need a flash to take a decent picture. 
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Garden Spider enjoying what looks like a grasshopper for lunch.  I'm starting to get hungry.  
Maybe I'll grab a McGrasshopper and fries on the way home.  

Butterfly.  Maybe a Swallowtail?   

Next page:  Dragonfly.  I decided to make it a big picture,  
but you'll have to hold the page sideways to view it properly. 
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Unidentified flower.   
 
OK that's it, folks.   There are no snakes out today.  I've resorted to 
taking pictures of butterflies and flowers.  Think I'll head over to the 
beach and try my luck there. 
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A Great Blue Heron standing on the rock of the Bay watching the tide. 
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Great Egret and its reflection in one of the Dike Ponds. 
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Several times the Heron hunched down and spread its wings - it looked like a great 
feathered ball in the water.  I'm not sure if it was cleaning the feathers under its wings or 
putting on deodorant.  Maybe for its hot date.  I need a more powerful lens to capture 
those kind of details.  Then again, I'm not so sure I want to know those kinds of details. 

To the left and below: 
A Blue Heron in one of 
the Dike Ponds.   
 
Its feathers look a little 
ragged - but only 
because it was 
preening.  Perhaps it 
has a hot date later. 
 
These are very long 
distance photos. 
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Shell shards washed up in the wet sand.  I knew it would be more exciting on the ocean 
side of the Refuge.   
Note the pattern of the shells.  If you connect all the shells in the proper sequence (sort of 
like connect the dots), it will create a picture of Al Gore shaving, I mean, saving a whale.  
Either that, or a donkey riding a bicycle.  Yeah, I know, what's the difference.  

Piece of a  
Horseshoe Crab. 
 
Yeah, this is exciting. 
 
Just wait. 
 
Maybe it'll get better. 
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This page and the next::   
A Sanderling playing in the water. 
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A small flock of sanderlings running up and down the beach playing tag with the tide. 
Their little legs move so quickly and so gracefully it reminds me of ballerinas on a 
stage.  Wasn't there a song "Ballerina, you must have seen her, Dancing in the sand." 
(Yes. Elton John's 'Tiny Dancer.'   Music by Elton John.  Lyrics by Bernie Taupin.)   
The birds are so small, if I held one it would be like a "tiny dancer in my hand" - another 
lyric from the song. 
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Above:  A Willet walking in the water. 
 
Below:  A Seagull proudly displaying a crab shell. 
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Willet and Sanderling.  Or vice-versa. 
 
 
                                   See... I told you it would get better! 


