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Back Bay... Saturday September 11, 2010 

Sunny day.  High around 80.  Low humidity.  Was in the 60's last night.  Let's see if the 
snakes are out sunning and such. 

Yep.  The snakes are out.   
Above and below:  A Moccasin in the sun by the side of a trail. 

Close-up shot of the Moccasin's nose and keeled scales. 



62

Another Moccasin by the side of the trail.  This is the same location and same 
Moccasin I saw last week.  (September 4, page 40 - the snake with the cloudy eyes 
that looked like it was about to shed.)  I think the Moccasin has shed its skin but its 
eyes still look a little strange.  See following pictures. 

Note the blue on the snake's right eye.  Even though the snake has shed, my 
guess is it still can't see very well and may be a little cranky. 
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I'm also a little concerned about the shape of this Moccasin's head.  The head 
should be a very symmetrical - like a perfectly carved arrowhead.  But, either the left 
side its head is swollen or the right side is sunken.  Wonder if we should take it in for 
X-rays or an MRI.  Does anyone know a good snake doctor?   
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A view of the right side of the Moccasin's head. 
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Another shot of the Moccasin's right eye. 



66

A view of the snake's left eye.  Much more normal in appearance. 
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A Black Racer on one of the gravel paths.  For a while there I thought the Racers 
had all left the Refuge.  I've noticed that the snakes seem a little more active now.  
Maybe it's the cooler days and nights - with daytime highs in the low 80's and 
nighttime lows in the 60's.  Unlike the 100 degree summer days when there wasn't 
a snake to be found.   This was a pretty long snake - at least four feet and very 
cooperative.  Usually Racers will race away when approached.   
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A closer shot of Mr. Racer.  
 
Then a bicycle came tearing down the trail and the snake disappeared in the brush.   
 
Kind of sad considering this is a pedestrian trail.  But who has time to read the signs or 
follow the rules.    
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A Green Heron in the weeds on the edge of a pond.  "Green" Heron???  I don't 
really see a lot of green - except for the little patch around the eye.  I'm beginning 
to wonder who names these birds.  Then again, this is the right side of the Heron.  
Maybe it's green on the other side. 
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The other side of the Heron.  Still not a lot of green.  Except around the eye.  But 
that could just be some poorly applied make-up.  
 
Oh well.  Must have been named by the same guy who named the Red Bellied 
Woodpecker.  The Woodpecker with no red on its belly.  
 
The eyes certainly are beautiful, though. 
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Fawn with its mouth open... probably laughing at me. 
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This was interesting.  I went back to check on the blue eyed Moccasin from page 63.  
It was gone.  This Moccasin was curled up in the exact same spot.  It was slightly 
smaller than the first snake and made me wonder - was this a male snake?  And the 
other Moccasin was the female?   

I seem to recall that female snakes often shed around the time they give birth.  Was there 
perhaps a nest of baby Moccasins nearby?  Was it the male's turn to watch the nest while 
she went off for a drink of water and a bite to eat and to get her scales done? 


